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Improved access to
excellence
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Twinning
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Excellence Hubs
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European Excellence 
Initiative
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European Cooperation in Science & Technology 

Promoting and 
spreading
excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary 
research
for breakthrough science

Empowering and retaining young researchers

STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

VISION

MISSION

Europe’s most
empowering
research
programme

COST provides networking
opportunities for researchers
and innovators in order to
strengthen Europe’s capacity
to address scientific,
technological and societal
challenges
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ALL FIELDS OF S&T
(mono- or interdisciplinary, 

new and emerging fields)

ALL PARTNERS
(academia, public organisation, industry, 

NGO, International Organisations)

BOTTOM-UP APPROACH

ALL CAREER STAGES
(young and experienced 

researchers)

ALL COUNTRIES 

• 40 COST Members 
+ 1 Cooperating Member

• 14 Near Neighbour Countries
• Global cooperation

•

European Cooperation in Science & Technology 



Role of COST in the ERA

9

Promoting and 
spreading excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary
research for breakthrough 

science

Empowering and retaining 
young researchers

1
2

3

3 STRATEGIC 
PRIORITIES



Key figures 

1

0

Running Actions Training schools Average annual budget
of a COST Action

Short-term
scientific missions

Researchers involved
in COST Actions

COST budget
(in Horizon Europe for a 3-year period)

292 203 €134,500

2,320 45,000 €153 million



How it works?

11

Secondary proposersMain
proposer

Country representatives
nominated by

COST National Coordinators



 Albania
 Austria
 Belgium
 Bosnia and Herzegovina
 Bulgaria
 Croatia
 Cyprus
 Czech Republic
 Denmark
 Estonia
 Finland
 France
 Georgia
 Germany

 Greece
 Hungary
 Iceland
 Ireland
 Italy
 Latvia
 Lithuania
 Luxembourg
 Malta
 The Republic of Moldova
 Montenegro
 The Netherlands
 The Republic of 

North Macedonia

 Norway
 Poland
 Portugal
 Romania
 Serbia
 Slovakia
 Slovenia
 Spain
 Sweden
 Switzerland
 Turkey
 Ukraine
 United Kingdom

 Israel  South Africa

1 Cooperating Member 1 Partner Member 

COST Membership
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40 Members

 COST Members non-ITCs  
(Inclusiveness Target Countries)

 COST Members ITCs 

 COST Cooperating Member

 COST Partner Member



Dedicated measures for active ITC participation
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COST Info Days
• Targeted to ITC

• Combined with high-level meeting ITC 
government, including CNC

Proposals
• Eligibility 

• External experts

• Inclusiveness policy

COST Actions
• COST Action leadership

• Conference grant for PhD students 
and young researchers

• Pre-payment for STSM

COST Academy
• Leadership workshop

• Finance/admin workshop

• Science communication training

• Mentoring grant holder

• Mentoring chair
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 COST Members 

 COST Partner Member

 COST Near Neighbour Countries

 Third States/International Partner 

Countries 

Priority 1
•

 South Africa 34

 Algeria 16

 Armenia 44

 Azerbaijan 18

 Belarus 33

 Egypt 15

 Jordan 18

 Kosovo* 36

 Lebanon 12

 Morocco 36

 Palestine** 7

 Russian Federation 91

 Syrian Arab Republic 1

 Tunisia 55

 Argentina 14

 Australia 69

 Bangladesh 1

 Brazil 40

 Canada 63

 Chile 12

 China 30

 Colombia 11

 Costa Rica 5

 Cuba 1

 Ecuador 3

 Ethiopia 1

 Hong Kong SAR 2

 India 13

 Iran 8

 Japan 47

 Kazakhstan 2

 Kenya 2

 Kuwait 1

 Mexico 11

 Malaysia 2

 Nepal 1

 New Zealand 13

 Nigeria 3

 Pakistan 2

 Peru 2

 Republic of Rwanda 1

 Saudi Arabia 2

 Senegal 1

 Singapore 10

 South Korea 7

 Taiwan 2

 Uganda 1

 United Arab Emirates 4

 United States 211

 Uruguay 2

 Uzbekistan 1

 Venezuela 1

 Vietnam 2



Benefits of participating
in a COST Action 
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Scientific

Networking Career 
opportunities

Financial 
support



COST Actions
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•

COST provides funding
for research coordination 
and capacity building activities

COST is not funding research 
itself, 
but pooling resources 
and research results
by networking

Memorandum 
of Understanding

4 years

Min 7 countries, average 
participation 30 countries

Research coordination 
and capacity building activities

~ €600,000 over lifetime

Network



The value of networking 
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Participation in COST Actions 

Follow-up proposals have a 
success rate of more than 37%

60 Actions 
end every year
(on average)

€5.8 million spin-off 
funding per Action
(on average)

€2.6 billion across
Horizon 2020

COST
programme
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Useful links

https://www.horizon-europe-infodays2021.eu/event/era-widening
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/widening-participation-and-spreading-excellence_en
https://nkfih.gov.hu/palyazoknak/palyazati-hirek/horizont-europa/hop-on-eszkozzel-palyazhato-projektek
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon/hop-on
http://www.cost.eu/
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Thank you!

http://www.nkfih.gov.hu/
http://www.h2020.gov.hu/
mailto:orsolya.toth2@nkfih.gov.hu

