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Improved access to
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Twinning
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Excellence Hubs
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European Excellence 
Initiative
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European Cooperation in Science & Technology 

Promoting and 
spreading
excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary 
research
for breakthrough science

Empowering and retaining young researchers

STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

VISION

MISSION

Europeôs most
empowering
research
programme

COST provides networking
opportunities for researchers
and innovators in order to
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ
to address scientific,
technological and societal
challenges
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ALL FIELDS OF S&T
(mono- or interdisciplinary, 

new and emerging fields)

ALL PARTNERS
(academia, public organisation, industry, 

NGO, International Organisations)

BOTTOM-UP APPROACH

ALL CAREER STAGES
(young and experienced 

researchers)

ALL COUNTRIES 

Å 40 COST Members 
+ 1 Cooperating Member

Å 14 Near Neighbour Countries
Å Global cooperation

Å

European Cooperation in Science & Technology 



Role of COST in the ERA
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Promoting and 
spreading excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary
research for breakthrough 

science

Empowering and retaining 
young researchers

1
2

3

3 STRATEGIC 
PRIORITIES



Key figures 

1

0

Running Actions Training schools Averageannualbudget
of a COST Action

Short-term
scientificmissions

Researchersinvolved
in COST Actions

COST budget
(in Horizon Europe for a 3-year period)

292 203 ϵ134,500

2,320 45,000 ϵ153 million



How it works?
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Secondary proposersMain
proposer

Country representatives
nominated by

COST National Coordinators




