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The role of plastids:  

Photosynthesis and beyond  

Benoît SCHOEFS 

 

Katalin SOLYMOSI 

 

Eva DARKO 



A long-term cooperation, not 

always financed 

90-99 

• ELTE – Liège University (Belgium) 

• Biological Research Center Szeged – Lille University 

• Biological Research Center Szeged - South Bohemia University 

06-11 
• ELTE – Dijon University 

• University of West Hungary – Dijon University 

11- 
• Agriculture Research Center Martonvasar – Le Mans University 

• ELTE – Le Mans University 
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1990 – 1999 – initiation of the 

network 

 MSc and PhD: cooperation between Liège U 

(Belgium) and ELTE – Chlorophyll biosynthesis – 

Bela Böddi and Ferenc Lang 

 Post-doc: cooperation with Lille University – Eva 

Darko – optimization of pigment separation by 

HPLC (TET program) 
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 MSc and PhD: cooperation between Liège U 

(Belgium) and ELTE – Chlorophyll biosynthesis – Bela 

Böddi and Ferenc Lang 

 Post-doc at the Liège U: cooperation with Lille U –  

 Associate professor at the University South Bohemia  

 1998: International Congress on Photosynthesis in 

Budapest 

 1998-99: 1 year postdoc position for Eva Darko in 

my team 

 Effect of RuBisCO diminution in transgenic lines of 

tobacco 
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 Full professorship position at Dijon University 

 Katalin Solymosi: 

 Ambassade de France – Institut Français : 1 mois  

 Guest professorship:  1 month/year 

 Erasmus agreement: 4 MSc students + 1 diploma work 

 

 

 Does etioplast exist in natural environment? 
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2006 – 2011: confirmation of the 

network 
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 Full professorship position at Dijon University 

 Does etioplast exist in natural environment? 

 Chloroplast transporters and stress 
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Plant Physiology 

Göteborg University 

Göteborg University 



2011-: maturity of the cooperation 

 Full professorship position at Le Mans University 

 Katalin Solymosi 

 High-level professorship grant (Région Pays de la 
Loire): 1 mois 

 Tannosome:  a new plastid  

transformation for tannin  

accumulation in grapewine 
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UMR Supagro/INRA/CIRAD Montpellier 
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 Mycorrhization and plastids 
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UMR CNRS/INRA/U Dijon 

University of Gothenburg 



 Full professorship position at Le Mans University 

 Eva Darko (Agriculture Research Center at 

Martonvasar  
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Summary and perspectives 
 Long term cooperation: already 20 years 

 Major results 

 Chloroplast formation and functionning 

 Plasticity of the plastid metabolism 

 High level of production: 13 publications 
+ 4 in preparation 

 Future 

 Science 

 Microalgae and carbon metabolism 

 LED effects on photosynthetic organisms 

 Better funding: MSc and PhD 

 Thanks to the French Institute/French 
Embassy, universities,  
Erasmus program, colleagues,  
FranceLab 
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Research

Review

Book chapter

Special issue


