
Widening participation and 
strengthening the European Research 
Area
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Destination 1: 
Improved access to
excellence
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Destination 1: 
Improved access to
excellence
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Teaming for
Excellence
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Twinning
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Twinning
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Twinning Western 
Balkans
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Twinning Western 
Balkans
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Excellence Hubs
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Excellence Hubs
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Excellence Hubs
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Support for R&I policy 
making in the Western 
Balkans
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Hop On Facility
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Hop On Facility
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Hop On Facility
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Destination 2: 
Attracting and 
mobilising the best
talents
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ERA Chairs
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ERA Chairs
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ERA Chairs



•

•

23

ERA Chairs
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ERA Chairs



Actions in WP Consortium structure Target group and scale of 
operation 

Policy objectives

Teaming Main beneficiary + 1 or 2 
strategic advanced partners

Single centre of excellence to be 
modernised or created, relevant at 
national scale

Develop light houses and role models to stimulate reforms of 
national R&I system, increase level of excellence of national R&I 
system, mobilise new investments

Twinning Main beneficiary and focused 
network of partnering 
organisations

Individual institutions and small 
network of advanced partnering 
institutions. Institutional scale with 
European outreach

Develop excellence in a chosen R&I domain for the main beneficiary
with the help of twinning partners, increase visibility of main
beneficiary and upskill its staff

ERA Chairs Mono-beneficiary host 
organisation with optional 
single partner organisation

Excellent individuals and their teams,
institutional scale

Excellent scientists and their teams to become game changers at
institutional level, develop new research strands and raise level of
excellence

Excellence hubs Group of 2 or 3 placed based 
innovation ecosystems based 
on the quadruple helix 
approach

Research institutions, firms,
local/regional government, societal
actors, local regional scale with cross
border dimension

Foster innovation excellence in place based (local/regional)
innovation ecosystems, improve science business linkages, regional
dimension of widening, bottom-up approach

EIC Innovation 
Ecosystem

Network of EU level actors or
entities whose functional goal
is to enable technology
development and innovation

Funding agencies, RTOs, academic
institutions, venture capitalists
operating at-European scale all
countries

Joint development and implementation of funding programmes,
connecting, where relevant in cooperation with the EIT, with national
and regional innovation actors and topics, top down approach

EIT Regional Innovation 
Scheme (RIS)

Local organisations associated 
to EIT KICs

Local universities, companies and other
actors in countries regions with status
of modest and moderate innovators
(beyond widening countries

Development of entrepreneurial skills, prizes, accelerators etc. in the
context of KICs

Comparison of key characteristics widening actions with other schemes outside widening 
WP
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COST Members 

COST Members ITCs

Other  Countries

COST Cooperating Member

COST Partner Member

COST – 50 years proven track record in research collaboration

• 38 COST Members

Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,

Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,

Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,

The Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, The Netherlands,

The Republic of North Macedonia, Norway, Poland,

Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,

Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and United Kingdom

• 1 Cooperating Member 

Israel

• 1 Partner Member 
South Africa

• Near Neighbour Countries participation

Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,

Egypt, Georgia, Jordan, Kosovo*,

Lebanon, Libya, Morocco,

Palestine**, Russia, Syria,

Tunisia and Ukraine

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999

and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

**This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without

prejudice to the individual positionsof the Member Stateson this issue.
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COST key figures of 2019

COST: The networking tool in the ERA and the pre-portal to other ERA funding schemes
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How it works?

Secondary proposers

COST Action participants 

nominated by COST National Coordinators

Main proposer
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What is a COST Action?

Memorandum 
of 
Understanding

Network

4 years

Min 7 countries

Research coordination

&

Capacity building€ 500 000 euros
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Promoting and spreading excellence1

Fostering interdisciplinary research for 
breakthrough science2

Boosting careers young researchers3

Role of COST in the ERA - 3 Strategic Priorities
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Promoting and spreading excellence 
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C
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 I
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ys

• Targeted to ITC

• combined with 
high-level 
meeting ITC 
government, 
including NCP P

ro
p

o
s
a
ls • Eligibility 

• External experts

• Inclusiveness 
policy

C
O

S
T

 A
c
ti
o
n

s • COST Action 
Leadership

• Conference 
grant for PhD 
students and 
young 
researchers

• Pre-payment for 
STSM C

O
S

T
 A

c
a
d

e
m

y • Leadership 
workshop

• Finance/Admin 
workshop

• Science 
Communication 
training

• Mentoring GH

• Mentoring 
Chair

Dedicated measures for active ITC participation
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COST Acting as a pre-portal for FP funding
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Thank you!

@COST.Programme

@COSTprogramme

COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology) 

COST Association

Contact and engage with us!
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Thank you!

http://www.nkfih.gov.hu/
http://www.h2020.gov.hu/
mailto:orsolya.toth2@nkfih.gov.hu

